
Tissue Flowers 
Source: Usborne 
 
BUY 
1-2 large piece of watercolor or heavyweight paper 
Color tissues – reds, oranges for flowers. Blues and greens for background 
 
Art Auction Closet 
Black sharpies 
Gel medium (white jar, on top of color cart). This acts as glue and also a coating 
Or you can use Modge Podge (jar on color cart) 
Foam and larger flat brushes 
Optional – large Masonite board (next to paint drawer unit) to tape paper onto. 
 
BRING: hair dryer and extension cord 
 
PREPARATION – read instruction on the picture page 
 
WORKING WITH STUDENTS: LAYOUT 
Let students practice ripping tissue. Easiest to rip along the grain of the paper. 
Rip out different widths of blue and green for background.  
 
Work with 1-2 students at a time. Try the hallway. 
 
Layer blues and greens. Paint large paper with gel medium. Put tissue paper 
down. Then apply more gel medium on top. 
 
TIP: let the blue and green tissues hang over the edges of paper so you can go to 
the edge of paper. Trim after work is complete. 
 
Gel medium will add wetness to paper. Do not over-apply. Use hairdryer to help 
dry at low setting. Be careful that gel medium does not bubble! 
 
Have students cut out flower petals.  
 
Once everything is dry, use black marker to drawer black lines and circles on the 
flowers. 
  



  



GENERAL TIP: What size paper/canvas do I 
buy? 

1. Size of artwork – most of pieces we produce are flat, 2-dimensional to be wall-hung.  Make a 

statement with a sizable piece. You also need something large enough for a class to display their 

individual pieces or as a group composition, student work a fairly good size area or are not have 

to produce miniature sized components (eg. No tiny leaves) 

2. Determine art work size 

a. If individual pieces, a 3x3-3x5, 4x6, 5x5 are good. Small class can accommodate larger 

individual pieces. Determine the grid you will use to display: 4x6 =24 spaces, 4x7 for 28 

spaces, etc. You can have the teacher’s piece fill in the last spot if you have 23 or 27 

students, as an example.  

b. After you determine grid, decide what margin you have in between the pieces. Less than 

1” between individual pieces may be too tight. Add up the widths and lengths of images 

and margins to find out your image size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Buying/bringing extra paper 

a. If you are creating one large image, consider buying two in case something happens.  

b. Also bring extra pieces of lower quality paper to practice on (copy paper, drawing 

paper). 

4. If your frame is going to be VERY large, consider two frames or canvases. If it is super large, you 

will also have challenges fitting it in your car  

 
Common Frame Sizes 

12x18, 13x19, 14x18, 16x20, 18x24, 

20x24, 20,x 30, 24x30, 24x36 

22x28 and 27x40 have fewer selections 


