
Saltbox Houses Folk Art Primitive Landscape Trees Poster Print  
 

  



MATERIALS 

 Paper - Suggested paper size… 20”x __ or larger.  
Buy heavyweight paper. If using oil pastel, you don’t  want to have too much texture on the paper 

 Large piece of tracing or blank newprint to plant the sketch 

 Pencils 

 Oil pastels or acrylics/tempera paints 

 Brushes (if painting) 

 Black sharpie or black acrylic paint 

 Red chalk or dark pencil (AI Closet) 

CONSIDERATION-  you might use paints instead of oil pastels because the black outlines will be “hit” with  oil pastels as students 
work their areas. It is hard to go over black outline to make picture pop because there will be waxy surface on it. If you use paint, the 
paint just has to dry completely because students go over outline where paint crossed it. 
 
TIP - when painting, paint straight from paint bottle, dilute very little. Let a layer dry completely before adding more color on top of 
it unless you want to blend to certain extent. 
 
SUGGESTION – make a test sample at home, not to test image but the concept of black outlines separating image into discrete areas 
for individual work, whether paint or oil pastels will work better. 
 
 
STEPS 
 
Plan landscape with paper on tracing paper or newsprint with class. Use something like this sample picture. 
 
When done, go over drawing with darker pencil or red chalk (chalk pastel in AI Closet).  
 
Flip over and rub this onto your finish paper.  
 
Repeat chalk trace and rub onto your 2nd sheet (backup) 
 



Have students outline in thick black Sharpie. Each student then takes an enclosed section and design it – solid, or patterns. 
Fill in using acrylic or temper paints. Or use oil pastels all the way. If adding designs like dots, stripes – let background color paint (if 
using) dry—come back for second session. 
 
If painting using acrylics, can buy ready-made 
canvas. Buy extra just in case; refund later. 
  



GENERAL TIP: What size paper/canvas do I buy? 
1. Size of artwork – most of pieces we produce are flat, 2-dimensional to be wall-hung.  Make a statement with a sizable piece. You also 

need something large enough for a class to display their individual pieces or as a group composition, student work a fairly good size area 

or are not have to produce miniature sized components (eg. No tiny leaves) 

2. Determine art work size 

a. If individual pieces, a 3x3-3x5, 4x6, 5x5 are good. Small class can accommodate larger individual pieces. Determine the grid you 

will use to display: 4x6 =24 spaces, 4x7 for 28 spaces, etc. You can have the teacher’s piece fill in the last spot if you have 23 or 

27 students, as an example.  

b. After you determine grid, decide what margin you have in between the pieces. Less than 1” between individual pieces may be 

too tight. Add up the widths and lengths of images and margins to find out your image size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Buying/bringing extra paper 

a. If you are creating one large image, consider buying two in case something happens.  

b. Also bring extra pieces of lower quality paper to practice on (copy paper, drawing paper). 

4. If your frame is going to be VERY large, consider two frames or canvases. If it is super large, you will also have challenges fitting it in your 

car  

Common Frame Sizes 

12x18, 13x19, 14x18, 

16x20, 18x24, 20x24, 20,x 

30, 24x30, 24x36 

22x28 and 27x40 have 

fewer selections 


