
GENERAL TIP: What size paper/canvas do I 
buy? 

1. Size of artwork – most of pieces we produce are flat, 2-dimensional to be wall-hung.  Make a 

statement with a sizable piece. You also need something large enough for a class to display their 

individual pieces or as a group composition, student work a fairly good size area or are not have 

to produce miniature sized components (eg. No tiny leaves) 

2. Determine art work size 

a. If individual pieces, a 3x3-3x5, 4x6, 5x5 are good. Small class can accommodate larger 

individual pieces. Determine the grid you will use to display: 4x6 =24 spaces, 4x7 for 28 

spaces, etc. You can have the teacher’s piece fill in the last spot if you have 23 or 27 

students, as an example.  

b. After you determine grid, decide what margin you have in between the pieces. Less than 

1” between individual pieces may be too tight. Add up the widths and lengths of images 

and margins to find out your image size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Buying/bringing extra paper 

a. If you are creating one large image, consider buying two in case something happens.  

b. Also bring extra pieces of lower quality paper to practice on (copy paper, drawing 

paper). 

4. If your frame is going to be VERY large, consider two frames or canvases. If it is super large, you 

will also have challenges fitting it in your car  

 

 

 

  

Common Frame Sizes 

12x18, 13x19, 14x18, 16x20, 

18x24, 20x24, 20,x 30, 24x30, 

24x36 

22x28 and 27x40 have fewer 

selections 



Georgia O’Keeffe Flowers (oil pastel, liquid watercolor) 
http://www.deepspacesparkle.com/2011/10/31/okeeffe-flowers-art-project-for-
kids/ 
 
MATERIALS 
watercolor paper individual pieces 
water color 
brushes 
kitchen paper towels. Brown dispenser towels are not very absorbent 
Water cups (yogurt containers) 
Oil pastel 
Acrylics 
Scissors 
Glue 
Tag boards (AI Closet) to design your own papers 
 
PRACTICE SESSION – watercolor, wax resist (there is lesson plan in AI closet), study flowers -- 
outer petals, middle/smaller petals and finally the center (look for something simple on 
Internet, ask Kathy librarian for book or two) 
 
Session 1: Make own papers to make it more unique. Make papers of warm colors and of cool 
waters. Save these and let everyone/their table share. Get as much designs are possible. 
 
Session 2: Each student gets 5x5, 4x6, 6x6 of watercolor paper.  
Use warm or cool colors oil pastels and drew circles or other organic shapes onto the paper. 
This sample focused on radiating design…lines and circles growing and changing outward.   
Use liquid watercolor wash in either pink/orange or turquoise/blue spread over the entire 
piece. 
 
Let sheet dry.  
Pick warm or cool patterned or solid pieces of paper (buy cardstock Michaels or make some in a 
separate session).  
Use oil pastels to draw flowers and then cut w 
Or use scissors to create layers of flowers.  
 
PRESENTATION 
Arrange on large mat board. Use archival linen tape – fold in half as hinges to tape pieces onto 
mat board. Bring to shop for framing. 
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