
GENERAL TIP: What size paper/canvas do I buy? 
1. Size of artwork – most of pieces we produce are flat, 2-dimensional to be wall-hung.  Make a statement with a sizable piece. You also need something 

large enough for a class to display their individual pieces or as a group composition, student work a fairly good size area or are not have to produce 

miniature sized components (eg. No tiny leaves) 

2. Determine art work size 

a. If individual pieces, a 3x3-3x5, 4x6, 5x5 are good. Small class can accommodate larger individual pieces. Determine the grid you will use to 

display: 4x6 =24 spaces, 4x7 for 28 spaces, etc. You can have the teacher’s piece fill in the last spot if you have 23 or 27 students, as an example.  

b. After you determine grid, decide what margin you have in between the pieces. Less than 1” between individual pieces may be too tight. Add up 

the widths and lengths of images and margins to find out your image size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Buying/bringing extra paper 

a. If you are creating one large image, consider buying two in case something happens.  

b. Also bring extra pieces of lower quality paper to practice on (copy paper, drawing paper). 

4. If your frame is going to be VERY large, consider two frames or canvases. If it is super large, you will also have challenges fitting it in your car  

  
Common Frame Sizes 

12x18, 13x19, 14x18, 16x20, 18x24, 20x24, 

20,x 30, 24x30, 24x36 

22x28 and 27x40 have fewer selections 



Ink Blocks or Color Olives (Osborne)    “The Color of Olives”   
Pick one of the designs. Blocks might be easier because circles are harder to brush. 
 
MATERIALS 

 Heavyweight watercolor paper – recommend 300 lbs. Go to art store for large piece. Might buy an extra one. 

 Masonite board – AI Closet 

 Brown gummed tape– AI closet 

 Watercolors– AI closet 

 Oil pastels  - white primarily 

 Brushes 

 Water cups (yogurt containers) 

 
PREPARATION AT HOME OF LARGE WATERCOLOR PAPER 
The large piece of watercolor paper should be taped around borders on masonsite board to prevent paper warping. 
Soak paper first for 2-3 minutes. Lay and smooth paper flat on Masonite board. Apply strip of gummed tape (wet) around perimeter. This keeps 
paper from warping when watercolors are applied to it. Let the paper dry flat; don’t use hairdryer to hurry it 
 
DIRECTIONS – see sample picture for steps 

 Use similar color combinations to create a similar composition in the sample picture.  

 Each student create some wax resist shapes and then draw some blocks/line or circles.  

 Apply wax resist first 

 Light wash in the background.  

 Let dry completely 

 Then blocks or circles. Let this layer dry. 

 Create depth by overlapping second layer of shapes over the first 

Tip - if you can't see where white pastels are, tilt the paper to see and then make a tiny light pencil mark for students to see. Heavy pencil mark will 
show through watercolors. 
  



Note yellow wax/crayon here should be white (or clear if using white paper). Add actual yellow accents later. 
 

 


