
Houses in Town 
(Acrylics, markers) 
 
 
 



 
 
Materials 
 

Determine how many houses/buildings you will need to fit. 2”x3” is a minimum for each 
student’s building. Leave breathing room in between. Use this to determine your large 
background board 

 
1. Thick paper, cut to 3x4 for each student. Explain borders – draw them on paper to help guide 

students.  
a. If you are using watercolor, then you need watercolor paper to help paper from 

disintegrating and pilling due to water 
b. Otherwise you can buy Bristol paper 

2. Pencils 
3. Markers 
4. Acrylic paints 
5. Small brushes 
6. Black sharpies (thin point and thicker point) 
7. Scissors 
8. Glue 

With the class in small groups 

1. Go over the different building and architectural designs, roof shingle shapes, door and 
window shapes… some of this can be practical. Others can be fantastical. 

a. You can have a barn or candy store, or a church with stained glass window. 
2. Each student designs their building. You might give them a practice sheet so they can 

plan. 
3. Lightly draw shape of building on the thick paper using pencil 
4. Use THIN black sharpie to  outline 
5. Paint acrylics. May need to dry 1st layer before overlaying. Some colors needs 2nd coat. 

Be patient! 
6. Let paint dry COMPLETELY. Use very little water.  
7. Go over black outline with thicker Sharpie. (some acrylic paint will cover up the black 

sharpie. Retracing with thicker sharpie will make the outline consistent and pop a little 

Back home 

8. Cut houses out (adult OK to do this). Leave a 1/8” margin around each building. 
9. Glue or spray adhesive onto mat board 
10. Frame 
11. ** Notice in sample that buildings are not in straight lines.  

 

 
** avoid writing and sayings to reduce whimsy** 
 



GENERAL TIP: What size paper/canvas do I buy? 

1. Size of artwork – most of pieces we produce are flat, 2-dimensional to be wall-hung.  Make a 

statement with a sizable piece. You also need something large enough for a class to display their 

individual pieces or as a group composition, student work a fairly good size area or are not have 

to produce miniature sized components (eg. No tiny leaves) 

2. Determine art work size 

a. If individual pieces, a 3x3-3x5, 4x6, 5x5 are good. Small class can accommodate larger 

individual pieces. Determine the grid you will use to display: 4x6 =24 spaces, 4x7 for 28 

spaces, etc. You can have the teacher’s piece fill in the last spot if you have 23 or 27 

students, as an example.  

b. After you determine grid, decide what margin you have in between the pieces. Less than 

1” between individual pieces may be too tight. Add up the widths and lengths of images 

and margins to find out your image size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Buying/bringing extra paper 

a. If you are creating one large image, consider buying two in case something happens.  

b. Also bring extra pieces of lower quality paper to practice on (copy paper, drawing 

paper). 

4. If your frame is going to be VERY large, consider two frames or canvases. If it is super large, you 

will also have challenges fitting it in your car  

 

Common Frame Sizes 

12x18, 13x19, 14x18, 16x20, 18x24, 

20x24, 20,x 30, 24x30, 24x36 

22x28 and 27x40 have fewer selections 


