
Dandelions and Pods 
 
 



MATERIALS 

1) 1-2 large watercolor papers (return 2nd unused). Or buy one large canvas. 
2) Papers to practice on 
3) Watercolors or acrylic paints (AI Closet) – decide on which colors. May have to buy 

cream 
4) Charcoals or charcoal pencils for stems – AI Closet 
5) Brushes – larger rounds and very fine brushes 
6) Two thicknesses of black or dark gray markers 
7) Pencil  and red chalk (borrow from chalk pastel box) 
8) Water cups (yogurt containers in AI closet) 
9) Masonite board from AI closet for mounting watercolor paper 
10) Bssrown gummed tape for watercolor mounting – AI closet 

 
PREPARATION IF USING WATERCOLOR 

1) Tape watercolor paper onto Masonite board using masking tape. Soap paper in bathtub 
for 2-3 minutes until it is wet to stretch fibers. Lay this on Masonite board and apply 
gummed brown tape all the way around. Smooth out the paper. This keeps watercolor 
paper from warping when water hits the paper. 
 
 

IN CLASS 
1) Work on layout using a paper the same size as the canvas or watercolor paper. Each 

student draws 1 flower. Give them a couple of choices in placement and show them the 
sample picture. Place some behind others, cluster some closer together.  

2) Decide who get small/med/large and which center: – radiating, dots, circles with little 
flowers or create your own 

3) Transfer layout onto canvas or paper with light pencil. You can either duplicate the 
drawing manually. Or you can go over the layout and draw over each flower and stem 
with a red chalk. Flip this over onto your canvas or watercolor paper. Rub with side of a 
pencil to transfer the red chalk. 

4) If you want a colored background – do a light wash first and let it completely dry. 
5) 2 students can work on at once in different areas of paper/canvas 

a. Circle first, vary shades 
b. After circles dry – use ink to draw centers 
c. Stems –test charcoal (comes in different hardness and therefore  gray to black 

 
OUTSIDE  when done: Spray fixative on stems 
 
if you are using a canvas, the edges of the canvas should be painted if the front face is painted. 
No frame needed. 
 
If you are using watercolors, use a frame and glass/plexiglass and mat board. 

 



  



GENERAL TIP: What size paper/canvas do I 
buy? 

1. Size of artwork – most of pieces we produce are flat, 2-dimensional to be wall-hung.  Make a 

statement with a sizable piece. You also need something large enough for a class to display their 

individual pieces or as a group composition, student work a fairly good size area or are not have 

to produce miniature sized components (eg. No tiny leaves) 

2. Determine art work size 

a. If individual pieces, a 3x3-3x5, 4x6, 5x5 are good. Small class can accommodate larger 

individual pieces. Determine the grid you will use to display: 4x6 =24 spaces, 4x7 for 28 

spaces, etc. You can have the teacher’s piece fill in the last spot if you have 23 or 27 

students, as an example.  

b. After you determine grid, decide what margin you have in between the pieces. Less than 

1” between individual pieces may be too tight. Add up the widths and lengths of images 

and margins to find out your image size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Buying/bringing extra paper 

a. If you are creating one large image, consider buying two in case something happens.  

b. Also bring extra pieces of lower quality paper to practice on (copy paper, drawing 

paper). 

4. If your frame is going to be VERY large, consider two frames or canvases. If it is super large, you 

will also have challenges fitting it in your car  

 

Common Frame Sizes 

12x18, 13x19, 14x18, 16x20, 18x24, 

20x24, 20,x 30, 24x30, 24x36 

22x28 and 27x40 have fewer selections 


